
the Examination of Con-
science to help prepare. 

Looking forward into the 
future, I have an invitation 
for all parishioners. The 
most important thing when 
you are on a journey is to 
know where you are going. 
I would like to invite you 
all to come on Wednesday 
15th May at 7.30pm 
(venue to be confirmed) 
for an evening where we 
can share our vision for 
where we should be going 
as a parish. I would like to 
hear from parishioners 
about this. It isn’t about 
looking at likes and dis-
likes—because we all have 
those—but where we are 
heading as a community, 
and looking at what we 
would like our partner-
ship, our parish, our 
church, our community to 
look like in, say, ten years 
time. I hope you will come 

Today, we welcome Bish-
op McGough to our parish-
es, as he is celebrating the 
Sacrament of Confirmation 
with the children at English 
Martyrs’ and St Joseph’s. It 
may seem like an odd time 
to have a confirmation: on 
the Sunday when we begin 
to focus on the Lord’s Pas-
sion. But the season of 
Lent is the time when we 
pray and work for the re-
newal of baptismal grace in 
our lives. The gift of the 
Holy Spirit comes, in Con-
firmation, to complete and 

perfect the gift of the Holy 
Spirit that is given to us in 
baptism. And so, it is a 
very apt time to receive 
the Sacrament. Please pray 
for the children receiving 
Confirmation, and for their 
families. 

I would ask you to have a 
look at the purple leaflet 
which you will have been 
given after Mass. It con-
tains all the details of the 
Holy Week and Easter 
liturgy and services. Start 
planning how you will par-
ticipate in Holy Week. 
Let’s make this our best 
Holy Week ever, by taking 
a full part in the Church’s 
liturgy and the life of pray-
er inspired by the devo-
tions. There are also plenty 
of opportunities to come 
to confession, which every 
Catholic ought to do at 
least once a year. Please 
pick up a leaflet containing 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Henry Walpole 

1558-1595 
Born in Norfolk and edu-
cated in Cambridge, he 
was destined to be a barris-
ter. While practising law in 
London, he heard the dis-
cussions that St Edmund 
Campion had with Angli-
can churchmen, and wit-
nessed his martyrdom. He 
became fervent in faith, 
and went to Rome via 

France to become a Jesuit. 
He was ordained in Paris 
aged 30. After serving ex-
iled English Catholics in 
Belgium and Holland, he 
went to Seville and Val-
ladolid to help the found-
ing of the seminaries there. 
Sent on mission to Eng-
land, he landed in York-
shire but was immediately 
arrested. He was martyred 
in York. 
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The Parishes are part of the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham: Registered Charity no. 

234216 

KEY CONTACTS 
Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
Assistant Priest 
Rev Fr Prabhakar Pamisetty MF 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
pp.partnershipparishes@gmail. 
com 

Parish Secretary 
Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm  
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am, Sat 11am 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 6th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Int Pat & Harold Dodd 

Sunday 7th 9.00am    Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

Fifth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Ethol Price 

Lent    6.30pm Holy Mass Joan Doyle 

Monday 8th   9.30am  Holy Mass Margaret Coates 

Feria of Lent   10.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Simon Williamson 

Tuesday 9th 9.15am    Holy Mass Special Intention 

Feria of Lent   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

 11.00am    Requiem Mass John Close RIP 

    2.15pm Stations of the Cross  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Wednesday 10th  5.30pm   Stations of the Cross  

Feria of Lent  6.00pm   Holy Mass Protection of the unborn 

Thursday 11th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in church) Holy Souls 

Feria of Lent  11.00am    Stations of the Cross Led by the school children 

 6.00pm    Holy Mass Special Intention 

Friday 12th  9.30am   Stations of the Cross Led by the school children 

Feria of Lent    2.15pm  Holy Mass (in church) Ellen & George McHugh 

    6.00pm Holy Mass Del Quinn 

Saturday 13th  9.00am   ALPHA Reunion  

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Frank Welch 

Sunday 14th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Joseph Flatley 

PALM SUNDAY  11.00am   Holy Mass  Canon JJ Welch 

    6.30pm Holy Mass Int Baby Erin Primrose 

  11.00am   Eucharistic Adoration 
& Confessions 

 

Feria of Lent  10.30am    Holy Mass  Special Intention 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

The old custom of veiling religious images is a way of focusing on the penitential aspect of this season. It reminds us in a visual way 
that our faith in all its glory is made possible only through the work of Christ in his suffering and death on the cross. When we cover 
or remove these holy and sacred images that we are so accustomed to, we are starkly confronted and reminded in a poignant way of all 
that Christ has won for us. The tradition is often practised during the last two weeks before Easter, starting on Passion Sunday (now 
called the fifth Sunday of Lent) and ending on Good Friday. This time period is known as Passiontide. Then, as in a dramatic unveil-
ing, the holy images are again revealed for the Easter Vigil to mark the end of the penitential season. The joy of the Easter season and 
the hope of the Resurrection then comes to the forefront. 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
If you need to see Fr Julian about 
anything, then come to the Open 
House on Monday night, 6.30pm to 
7.30pm at St Joseph’s Presbytery, 
Goldenhill. This Monday is the last 
chance before the Easter break. Next 
Open House will be on 13th May. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next prayer service 
will be at Maple Tree Court, 
Gloucester Road, on Tuesday 16th 
April at 10.30am.  

Biddulph The prayer service for 
our Biddulph Churches Together 
group is on 14th April at Springbank 
at 3pm.  

Prayer Group 
Our partnership of parishes’ prayer 
group meets in order to pray for our 

parishes and their mission to our 
area, for our families and for the in-
tentions people ask us to pray for.  

The prayer group is on Tuesday eve-
nings, every other week so the next 
one will be on the 16th April at 8pm 
at English Martyrs’ in Biddulph. Eve-

ryone is welcome. IF YOU HAVE 
PRAYER REQUESTS please put a 
note of your prayer intention in the 
pink box at the back of any of our 

churches. 

Men’s Group 
 A group of men are doing 

‘Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible’ 
by Jeff Cavins. It’s not too late to 

join us. Our next session is on Mon-
day 8th April at St Joseph’s Gold-

enhill at 7.30pm. All men welcome! 

Confirmation 

Congratulations to those who are 
being confirmed by Bishop McGough 
today: 

At English Martyrs’: Daniel Amison; 
Connor McGuinness; Aimee-Grace 
Shaw; JR Roden. 

At St Joseph’s: Abbey Belgian; Cait-
lin Brennan; Keira Brennan; Char-
lotte Clarkson; Sean Evans; Madison 
Gray; Zofia Korba; Roksana Kumosz; 
Nicole Pilipczuk; Zachary Potts; Ni-
cole Schifano; Ryan Smith; Chantilly 
Varey; Evie Mae Wakefield 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of John Close. Requiem Mass for 
the repose of his soul will be offered 
at English Martyrs’ on Tuesday 9th 
April at 11am, followed by commit-
tal at Bradwell Crematorium.  

Also for the soul of Peter Mulroy. 
The funeral service will be at English 
Martyrs’ on Wednesday 17th April at 
12noon, followed by committal at 
Carmountside Crematorium.  

Requiescant in Pace 

Holy Week Choir We are looking 
for more singers from across our 
churches for our Holy Week choir. 
The dates for the next choir practices 
are Wednesday 10th April & 17th 
April at 7.30pm at St Joseph’s Gold-
enhill.  

faith  
formation 
community 

We are going to launch our Faith 
Formation Community this Lent. 

You are invited to be part of the jour-
ney, turning faith into a real response 
to Jesus, through the Word of God 

and friendship together. 

Have you been on Alpha and want to 
carry on and go deeper? 

Are you thinking about becoming a 
Catholic? 

Do you come to Mass every week, 
but you are looking for more? 

Then the Faith Formation Communi-
ty is for you!  

Each week we will meet together for 
a get together and a catch up over tea 
and coffee. Then there will be a time 

of catechesis, or teaching on the 
Catholic Faith through the Word of 

God. 
Our second pilot session is on Thurs-
day 11th April at 7pm at St Joseph’s. 
We will be starting up with weekly 
meetings on Thursday 16th May. 

We invite you to come and join us on 
Thursday. And don’t forget... 

It is for everyone! 

Eucharistic 

stations of the  

cross & confessions 
You are invited to come and partici-
pate in the Stations of the Cross, but 
with a little bit of a difference. Ra-
ther than following the Way of the 
Cross around the church, we will 

pray the Stations before the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed, and end with 

Benediction. 

Confessions will be heard during the 
Stations. There will also be Mass at 

6pm before the service. 

St Joseph’s at 6.30pm on     
Monday 15th April 

English Martyrs’ at 6.30pm on 
Tuesday 16th April 

St John’s at 6.30pm on Wednes-
day 17th April  

ALPHA REUNION 
The Invitation is for 
everyone who took 

part in our recent Al-
pha, but in any other 
Alpha which we have 

held over the past two years. Come 
along for a breakfast time meeting at 
St Joseph’s Goldenhill on Saturday 
13th April at 9am. There will be 

breakfast, a video presentation, and 
an invitation to pray and to think 

about the next steps beyond Alpha. 
See you there!  

FAMILY STATIONS OF 
THE CROSS 

On Good Friday, at 
midday at St John’s, 
we have a service of 
Stations of the Cross 
especially for fami-

lies with children. The children who 
come will be invited to help lead the 

service. We then invite everyone into 
the school hall for soup and hot cross 
buns! Everyone welcome. Donations 

for Mary’s Meals. 



By choosing to publicly mount and ride a “colt” into Jeru-
salem in the midst of the procession of so many Passover 
pilgrims into the city, Jesus is performing what scholars 
refer to as a prophetic sign—a symbolic act which is meant 
to both symbolize and set in motion some major event in 
the history of salvation. In this case, Jesus’ act of riding 
the colt into Jerusalem harks back to Zechariah’s prophe-
cy of the advent of the Messiah—the long-awaited king 
of Israel—to the city of Jerusalem (see Zechariah 9:9). 
However, there is more here than simply an implicitly 
messianic public act. For when we go back to the proph-
ecy of Zechariah and read it in its full context, we discov-
er several other important features of this particular mes-
sianic king. Three aspects of Zechariah’s prophecy are 
worth highlighting here:  
1. He is a king of peace, not war: neither Jesus nor 

his disciples will rule by the sword; 
2. He is king of the whole world: his dominion will 

reach the ends of the earth; 
3. He will set his people free from “the Pit”—the 

realm of the dead—through the blood of the cov-
enant. This points to his institution of the Sacra-
ment of his Body and Blood at the Last Supper. 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£415.00, Non Gift Aid £196.30, 
Total £611.30.  Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£204.00, Non Gift Aid £141.69, 
Total £345.69.  Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£228.00, Non Gift Aid £194.99, 
Total £422.99.   

Second Collections Next Sunday’s 
collection is the annual collection for 
the Holy Places. 

Last weeks collection for Number 11 
Burslem raised £568.10. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks Draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.164 M Cook; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.136 T Clarke; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.139 B Lockett.  

APF Red Boxes If you have a red 
box from Goldenhill, then please 
bring them to church during April to 
be emptied and counted. Thank you. 

Easter Offering The envelopes are 
at the back of Church. All the money 
given in the offering is shared be-
tween the priests of the parishes. We 
thank you, in advance, for your gen-
erosity.  

Luke 19:28-40 
Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he drew 
near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called 
Olivet, he sent two disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village 
opposite, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on 
which no one has ever yet sat; untie it and bring it here. If 
any one asks you, “Why are you untying it?” you shall say 
this, “The Lord has need of it.”’ So those who were sent 
went away and found it as he had told them. And as they 
were untying the colt, its owners said to them, ‘Why are 
you untying the colt?’ And they said, ‘The Lord has need of 
it.’ And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their gar-
ments on the colt they set Jesus upon it. And as he rode 
along, they spread their garments on the road. As he was 
drawing near, at the descent of the Mount of Olives, the 
whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise 
God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had 
seen, saying, ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of 
the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’ And 
some of the Pharisees in the multitude said to him, 
‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples.’ He answered, ‘I tell you, 
if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  

St John’s: Muriel Bradley (LH); 
Clare Leech (BC); Tony Giannasi 
(BC) 
St Joseph’s: John Martin 
English Martyrs’: Confirmandi 
If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

Hospital Chaplaincy If you or a 
relative are going into hospital, 
please notify the chaplain. For the 
Royal Stoke, please call 676400, or 
contact the Parish Office.  

Penitential Services There are 
Penitential Services, where there will 
be a choice of confessors available:   
Tues 9th 6.30pm Wolstanton 
Mon 15th 7pm Newcastle 
Mon 15th 7pm Meir 
Tues 16th 7pm Hanley 
Tues 16th 7pm Cheadle 
Tues 16th 7.15pm Clayton 

Summer Camp at Alton Castle 
Children and young people aged 12 
to 18 are invited to take part in the 
annual summer camp at Alton Castle. 
The dates are 11th to 15th August. 
For more details email Beccy Rose-
man beccy.roseman@ 
kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk 

A Walking Pilgrimage to the 
Holy Island of Lindisfarne  The 
pilgrimage is for young adults (20’s & 
30’s) and is taking place on 24th-28th 
April. The cost is £85. For more in-
formation contact Sr Lynne fcj on 
0151 733 5475 or email lynnefjc 
@hotmail.com 

July Camino Due to lack of num-
bers of participants, the July English 
Camino has had to be cancelled.  

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
 25th - 31st May 2019 

Come and join the Diocesan Pilgrim-
age to Lourdes in May half term! If 

you would like to go on the pilgrim-
age, the booking forms and infor-

mation can be downloaded from the 
diocese website 

www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk and 
click on News and Events and then 
Pilgrimage. Alternatively you can 

phone the pilgrimage office on 0121 
230 6288 or email: 

admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk  


